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W olf Haven Inter-
national has pro-
vided a lifetime 
home for 300 

displaced and captive-born 
canids since 1982. This 
nationally-recognized wolf 
sanctuary has the mission 
to “conserve and protect 
wolves and their habitat” 
and 2019 was one of our 
best years yet. 

Each one of us has a favorite 
memory of wolves rolling, 
playing, eating, interacting, 
and howling, but when re-
flecting on 2019, we think 
about the remodels and 
physical improvements we 
made at both of our sanctu-
aries. Every modification was 
done with the goal of im-
proving the quality of life for 
our resident wolves. At the 
McCleery Ranch in Montana, 
we had two portable above-
ground corridors made that 
connect enclosures, giving 
the wolves more space. New 
above-ground shelters were 
also installed, so wolves 
have additional options for 
getting out of severe Montana weather. 
At the Tenino, Washington sanctuary, a 
brand-new enclosure was constructed, 
wooden shelter boxes added, chain link 
fencing replaced, and wooden struc-
tures rebuilt. 

Kurtis Rattay, Wolf Haven facilities and 
animal care staff person in Tenino, built 
several new climbing structures to give 
the wolves mental stimulation and 
physical enrichment. 

Wolf Haven had to overcome signifi-
cant obstacles in 2019.

Looking for meaningful ways for 
humans and wild wolves to coexist 
remains an ongoing challenge. Wolf 
Haven has been involved with wolf 
conservation for decades (long before 
wolves reestablished themselves in 
Washington), and has been an active 
member of the state Wolf Advisory 
Group (WAG) since 2013. The WAG con-
sists of diverse stakeholders: ranchers, 
conservation groups, hunters, animal 
rights organization, and many others. 
The group meets several times a year 
to discuss human-wolf conflict and 
advise Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife officials on wolf conser-
vation and management. With so many 
different voices at the table—and in 
the general public—there are strong 
and diverse opinions, but the WAG con-

tinues its work toward fair and durable 
solutions with respect for all parties. 
It is slow progress at times, but the 
commitment to coexistence is evident 
in each person.

Wolf Haven is proud of what we ac-
complished in 2019, including success-
fully feeding and providing quality care 
for almost 90 wolves! There are 56 
wolves who currently call our Tenino 
sanctuary home, while 33 wolves live 
at our McCleery Ranch in Montana. 
It’s a huge responsibility to care for so 
many lives.

We also marked our one-year anniver-
sary managing McCleery Ranch. The 
transfer of 33 wolves, outbuildings, 
equipment, and property took place 
one year ago, and with it, the perma-
nent move of Wendy Spencer, longtime 
sanctuary director, to Montana. 

Wolf Haven looks forward to 2020 and 
beyond. 

We want to continue making pro-
gress in all three of our core areas: 
sanctuary, education and conserva-
tion. We will continue offering edu-
cation outreach to Spanish-speaking 
and underserved communities, make 
quality of life improvements for 
wolves in our care, and keep working 
toward the recovery of endangered 
Mexican wolves and red wolves. 

Wolf Haven also plans to offer a 
Wildlife Handling and Chemical 
Immobilization course at our 
sanctuary in Montana (this same 
three-day course has been held 
annually for the past 15 years in 
Tenino, WA).

We expect there will be legisla-
tion in 2020 addressing gaps in 
funding WA Department of Fish 
and Wildlife. There may also be 
efforts to provide support and 
oversight for preventing con-
flict with wolves and livestock.

Wolf Haven, its staff, and volun-
teers, continue to be heroes. 

Wolf Haven receives a lot of 
positive reviews and online 
feedback from visitors, and this 
all makes us very proud of our 
volunteers. They are selfless, 
highly trained, passionate, and 
unpaid individuals and Wolf 
Haven couldn’t have survived 
38 years without them. Being 
held in high regard as a sanc-
tuary also tells us that more 
and more people (like you, 
reader) believe in the value 
and sanctity of each individual 
animal, regardless of economic 

value. There has been, and continues 
to be, a huge shift in how humankind 
regard other species; we like to think 
Wolf Haven has played a small part in 
showing the unique individuality and 
intrinsic worth of each animal.

There are several ways that you can 
support Wolf Haven in 2020 and 
beyond.

One of the best ways to support Wolf 
Haven is by becoming a member of our 
organization. Wolf Haven members re-
ceive quarterly issues of our magazine 
Wolf Tracks, which includes sanctuary 
updates, tributes to deceased wolves, 
welcomes new residents, reveals what 
life is like here behind the scenes, and 
highlights volunteers, lifetime mem-
bers, and educational programs. You 
can also sign up on our website for our 
free monthly e-newsletters, World of 
Wolves, and stay current with our in-
house residents and wolves in the wild. 
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What are Courtroom Animal Advocate 
Program (CAAP) laws, and how can my 
state pass one? 

Thank you so much for asking this question — Courtroom 
Animal Advocate Program (CAAP) laws help ensure that 
animal crime victims’ interests are represented in the 
courtroom. CAAP laws allow advocates — supervised 

law students or volunteer lawyers — to advocate for animal 
victims in criminal cruelty cases. These volunteers assist the 
judge by conducting legal research, investigating, and gath-
ering information from veterinarians, animal control officers, 
and law enforcement officials, drafting briefs, and, importantly, 

making recommendations regarding the 
animal’s interests. 

The reality is that prosecutors and law 
enforcement officers often lack the 
resources or specific expertise needed 
to address crimes against animals. Addi-
tionally, animal crime cases can be unu-
sually complex — involving complicated 
forensic issues, victims who are unable 
to communicate with representatives of 
the legal system, and living “evidence,” 
who beyond food and water also need 
a stable and loving environment in 
order to thrive. Our criminal system is 
set up so that defense attorneys rep-
resent the interests of their client and 
prosecutors have a duty to the state. No 
one is charged with ensuring the ani-
mal victim’s needs are addressed. CAAP 
laws change that — giving animal crime 
victims a special advocate dedicated to 
their well-being. 

Currently, there is only one CAAP law — but that’s likely to 
change soon! Connecticut enacted the first CAAP law, also 
known as “Desmond’s Law,” in 2016. The bill is named in honor 
of Desmond, a shelter dog who was severely abused and then 
strangled to death by the man who adopted him. In 2017, the 
first advocate testified in court in a dogfighting case under the 
state’s CAAP law, a University of Connecticut law student work-
ing under the supervision of law professor Jessica Rubin, who 
was part of the team who made Desmond’s Law a reality. On 
the advocate’s suggestion, the judge imposed a possession ban 
on the defendant, preventing him from possessing, breeding, or 
harboring dogs for at least two years — that’s CAAP in action. 
Encouragingly, both animal cruelty investigations and prosecu-
tions have increased in the state since the law’s passage. 

If you’d like to work on a CAAP law in your state, first head to 
the Animal Legal Defense Fund website to find model CAAP 
Law language — you’ll find it at aldf.org/CAAP. It’s important to 
note that CAAP laws do not change the underlying animal cru-
elty laws. In other words, a CAAP law doesn’t create new crimes 
or increase penalties for defendants. Once you familiarized 
yourself with CAAP, you’ll need to work with a state legislator 
who is willing to sponsor a CAAP bill. Start by sharing the mod-
el language! 

Passing legislation at the state level requires a bit of legwork, 
but it is possible. You may have trouble finding someone to 
sponsor the bill, unfortunately it’s rarely as straightforward as 
sending an email and asking. But at least it starts the conver-
sation! If things aren’t progressing with any legislators, start 
networking with local and state groups who may be interested 
in teaming up. It’s more difficult to ignore the voices of many 
people working together. 

Considering the unique nature of CAAP laws, you’ll also want 
to reach out to law schools in your state —look for a professor 
who teaches animal law. Legislators will want to know wheth-
er there are qualified people willing to step up as advocates, 
having buy-in from schools and professors will significantly 
strengthen your proposal. Make sure to research whether an-
yone in your state has tried to pass a CAAP law before. Under-
standing why the bill failed is critical to running an effective 
campaign. 

The Animal Legal Defense Fund assists legislators actively 
working on CAAP laws to adapt our model language to fit the 
needs of their state. If you know of a legislator interested in 
sponsoring a CAAP bill, please reach out to us using the form at 
aldf.org/advocacy. With advocates like you and growing interest 
in animal protection across state legislatures, I’m confident 
several states will have their own CAAP laws by 2021. Your 
state could be next! 

Ask an Ask an 
Animal Animal 
Lawyer Lawyer 

by Elizabeth Holtz, 
Animal Legal Defense Fund
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To learn more about 
Wolf Haven International, visit  

wolfhaven.org 

https://wolfhaven.org/

